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Why are some people successful while others are not? How can you predict if you or

someone else will be successful? Each goal requires different skills and actions, so it’s

difficult to create a list of attributes that covers every type of goal. Completing a

marathon requires a different set of steps than writing a novel.

However, the are some characteristics that help to make success more likely.

You can develop these characteristics and become much more successful:

1. You know what you want. Success is a narrow line. It’s almost impossible to hit

it on accident. You have to know your target. The average person isn’t clear on

what they want. Consequently, they get average results. Be clear on what you

want and you’re one step closer to being successful.

2. You have predominantly positive feelings when you think about your goals. A

great way to gauge the likelihood of achieving a goal is to think about it and see

how you feel. If you’re excited and motivated, that’s a great sign. If you clench

up, you’re going to struggle.

3. You take action daily. At the end of the day, you must take consistent action

to be successful at anything. There’s no amount of hoping, praying, planning, or

sending positive mental messages to the universe that’s going to remove those

unwanted pounds or put a shiny, new Porsche in your garage.

4. You’re organized and reliable. Conscientiousness is strongly correlated with

success. If you’re organized, complete tasks on time, and are less likely to
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procrastinate than the average person, there’s a great chance you’ll be

successful.

Begin by making a list each day of what you want to accomplish and follow

that list. If you can begin making plans and stick with them, you’ll be more

conscientious than most.

5. You’re not afraid of failing. Most people are too afraid of failing to even try.

Having the right attitude about failing makes it much easier to be successful.

Fear of failure leads to excuses and avoidance. This isn’t the way to achieve

success.

Expect to fail at least a few times. Get excited when you fail. Learn from

your failure and you’ll get a little closer to success each time you fail.

6. You invest in yourself. It’s important to continue becoming a better version of

yourself. Take the time to read books, learn new skills, attend courses, and

become a more capable version of yourself. Investing time, money, and energy

in yourself will pay off for the rest of your life.

7. You have self-awareness. This means you know your strengths and

weaknesses. You know how to motivate yourself when your motivation is

dwindling. You can deal with your emotional ups and downs. You know how to

manage yourself.

8. You have a mentor. Why make all the same mistakes everyone else has made

that has previously travelled the path you’re on? A mentor can greatly cut your

learning curve and help you to avoid mistakes. The right mentor can save you a

lot of time and pain.

It’s easy to see that these attributes and conditions will increase the odds of success. 
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If you’re chasing after a goal, see how well your situation matches this list. It will

give you a good idea if you can expect a positive outcome, or if some modifications

need to be implemented to increase your odds of success

How successful do you want to be?
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